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The Telegrapher 
.- -.-. .- .-. .- 

The Annual Athens Hamfest was yet again a huge 

success! Several attendees commented to Eric 

(WD8RIF) that it was a well-run and successful 

event. Eric extended a “thank you” to all club 

members who participated. Drew McDaniel 

(W8MHV) received a special thank you for his 

donation of a HT to be used as a door prize. 220 

tickets were used and we profited over $1000. We 

also received at least one unsolicited donation to 

our club. The weather this year was very beautiful 

and a good time was had by all. 

Athens Hamfest 2016 

In June 2005 Andrei Bindasov (Belarus) successfully transmitted 
230 morse code marks of mixed text in one minute. The attempt was 

held as part of the International Amateur Radio Union's 6th World 
Championship in High Speed Telegraphy in Primorsko, Bulgaria. 

Hamming in the Kyrgyz Republic 
Presentation by: Drew McDaniel 

(W8HHV) 

Drew McDaniel gave a presentation on “Hamming in the Kyrgyz 
Republic” at the May 2016 ACARA meeting. He shared his 

experiences about getting licensed and operating in Kyrgyzstan 
after the breakup of the USSR. You may read his article in the May 

1996 issue of QST. ARRL membership required to view the 
archives. – www.arrl.org/qst  

 

 

Pictures 

http://www.arrl.org/qst
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ARRL Field Day 2016! 
Yes, it’s that time of year again! This editor, for one, is very excited for the 

2016 Field Day. We have secured the grange building at the Athens County 

Fairgrounds this year for our annual contest participation so weather won’t 

be a problem at all. 

This isn’t just a fun 

time; It tests our 

readiness for 

emergency situations. 

We will be using the 

Third Sun Solar towed 

solar array for our 

communications and 

logging power needs. 

The Athens County 911 

emergency communication tower has been loaned to us again this year. 

Even if you have never participated before, we are all very willing to help 

you out. It’s not scary, we promise.  

Andy (KD8WVX) is the SSB Captain, Eric (WD8RIF) is the CW Captain and 

John (N8XWO) is the VHF Captain. Miles McFadden (KD8KNC) will be 

providing the gourmet meals for us. We will also have a Safety Officer on 

site that is certified in CPR and First Aid 

This event is a lot of fun for the novice and the experienced alike. So won’t 
you please come out and have fun too?!? 



 

 
3 

  June 2016 Athens County Amateur Radio Association 

National Parks on the Air 

“Light up the Trail” 

Throughout 2016 the ARRL and hams everywhere are helping the National 

Park Service celebrate their 100th anniversary. Hams will be activating parks 

and certificates will be issued to those who attain even one contacts or perform 

a valid activation. Please visit http://npota.arrl.org for more info. 

On June 4th and 5th, members of the ACARA took part in the 

National Parks on the Air (NPOTA) “Light up the Trail”. This was a 

non-ARRL sanctioned sub-event of the year-long NPOTA. The goal 

was to have as many people as possible make activations along the 
7,500 mile long, seven-states-spanning North County National Scenic 

Trail (NCNST). ‘Chasers’ are eligible for an online printable 

certificate. We had several operators make the required 10 contacts 

for a valid activation as part of the NPOTA event. Those who 

activated were, in no particular order, Andy (KD8WVX), Eric 

(WD8RIF), Bob (KC8KSM), John (N8XWO), Bob (KD8FRQ), Carl 

(N8VZ). Links describing the activations in detail are listed below. 

http://wd8rif.com/npota_activation_tr04_20160604.htm 

http://wd8rif.com/npota_activation_tr04_20160605.htm 

 

A little about NPOTA 

http://npota.arrl.org/
http://wd8rif.com/npota_activation_tr04_20160604.htm
http://wd8rif.com/npota_activation_tr04_20160605.htm
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Upcoming events: 

Dates:  

 

ACARA June Picnic 

June 21, 2016 

5:30 pm – Meat is provided, please bring a dish 

to share 

Dairy Lane Shelterhouse (near the mini-golf) 

 

Field Day 2016 

June 25 & 26, 2016 

Athens County Fairgrounds 

 

King Midget Anniversary Special Event Station 

August 11-14, 2016 

Please contact Ted, W8KVK (ted@w8kvk.com) 
if interested 

We have several opportunities this upcoming year for you to help out. This isn’t an exhaustive 

list but should get you started thinking about jumping in and helping us to help the community. If 
you are interested in helping please contact any club officer unless otherwise noted. 

 
 

 

Ohio State Parks on the Air 

September 10, 2016 

Bulldog Shelter at Strouds Run State Park  

(map: https://goo.gl/maps/tjx7w7PvKCB2)  

www.ospota.org/ospota 

 

Buckeye Trail Marathon 

October 1, 2016 

Contact Jeff (N8SUZ) if interested 

 

Bobcat Trail Marathon 

November 6, 2016 

Contact Jeff (N8SUZ) if interested 

mailto:ted@w8kvk.com
https://goo.gl/maps/tjx7w7PvKCB2
http://www.ospota.org/ospota


 

 

 Athens County Amateur Radio Association 

2016 Club Officers: 

President   Eric McFadden, WD8RIF 

Vice President  Drew McDaniel, W8MHV 

Treasurer   Jim Crouse, KC8OVB 

Secretary   Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ 

Newsletter Editor  Andy Young, KD8WVX 

Webmaster   Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ 

Packet Node Trustee  Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ 

VHF Repeater Trustee Eric McFadden, WD8RIF 

*Email addresses for club officers available on our website* 

 

Club Callsign W8UKE, in memory of Craig Farrar, W8UKE, SK 

 

Meeting time and location: 

Athens County Red Cross 

100 South May Avenue 

Athens, Ohio 45701 

Third Tuesday of the month, January-May and September-November 

Eye-ball QSO’s and rag chewing @ 1900 and meeting begins @ 1930 

Website: http://ac-ara.org 

Athens County Amateur Radio Association 

P.O. Box 72 

Athens, OH 45701 

The Athens County Amateur Radio Association is an ARRL asffiliated 501(c)(3) organization. 

 

Repeaters 145.150 (-) 442.100 (+) 

 

June 2016 

http://ac-ara.org/

