ACARA August 15, 2026 MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 7:22 PM by President Eric McFadden,
WDS8RIF.

Program

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, provided a short show-and-tell of his new “QMX
Mini Travel Kit”, a small portable station built around a QRP Labs QMX
transceiver.

Learn more about Eric’s “QMX Travel Kit”:
https://wd8rif.com/gmx_mini_travel kit.htm.

Learn more about the QMX transceiver: https://qrp-labs.com/gmx.html.

Learn more about the related but higher-spec QMX+: https://qrp-
labs.com/gmxp.html.

Attendance

Ben Brewster, KF8DES
Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ
Drew McDaniel, WBMHV
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF
Tony Peric, KESBVFA

Corrections/additions of Minutes

The May meeting minutes were distributed.

Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ, found an incorrect callsign in the Treasurer’s Report
section.

A motion to accept the May minutes as amended was made by Ben
Brewster, KF8DES. The motion was seconded by Bob Curtis, KD8FRAQ.
The motion to accept the minutes as distributed passed without dissent.
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Treasurer’s Report
Drew McDaniel, W8MHYV, presented the Treasurer’s report.

Drew reported that he has rolled over the two Atomic Credit Union
Certificates of Deposit into new three-month accounts with 3.75% APR.
He explained that this rate is no longer the best rate; the best rate is now
4.15% on an 18-month account.

The club treasury holds $1,871.38 in unencumbered funds at Hocking
Valley Bank. The club holds $2,787.51 in regular savings at Atomic Credit
Union. The Jim Crouse Memorial Radio Station Fund at Hocking Valley
Bank holds $572.45. The two Certificates of Deposit at Atomic Credit
Union together hold $22,048.38.

Tony Peric, KESBVFA, moved to accept the Treasurer's Report. The motion
was seconded by Ben Brewster, KF8DES. The motion passed without
dissent.

The Treasurer's Report document can be viewed online at https://www.ac-
ara.org/?page_id=37.
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Old Business
Repeater Reports
VHF Repeater

VHF Repeater Trustee Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported
that for about a month the 145.15 MHz repeater has been
exhibiting intermittent scratchy audio which may be evidence
of receiver-desense. He reported that after this was first
noticed, Jeff Slattery, NBSUZ, visited the repeater site and
performed a complete power-down reset on the repeater, but
the issue remains.

Eric reported that no work has yet been done to add Yaesu
WIRES-X functionality to the repeater.

UHF Repeater

UHF Repeater Trustee Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, not being in
attendance, Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the
442.100 MHz repeater continues to work as well as it has
been.

GMRS Repeater

Ben Brewster, KF8DES, reported that the GMRS repeater
continues to function well, and no issues have been noted.
He reported that he and Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, relocated
the repeater antenna to the top of the pump-building tower
and that this change has resulted in improved repeater
coverage. He reported that he and Paul also were able to
move the Meshtastic node to the top of the same tower.
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Old Business (continued)
Jim Crouse Memorial Radio Station

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that at the February
meeting the Executive Committee had been given permission to
purchase antennas, feedlines, and other items so these can be
available when the club gains access to the Red Cross building’s
roof.

Prior to ARRL Field Day, the Executive Committee ordered a
Chameleon EMCOMM |1l Base end-fed wire antenna to replace the
station’s existing 40m end-fed halfwave antenna, an OM Power
OMG6PBF Automatic Bandpass Filter for the station’s ICOM IC-7610
transceiver, and an LDG AT-200 Pro Il automatic antenna tuner to
be used with the 1C-7610. The Chameleon antenna and the LDG
antenna tuner arrived prior to Field Day, but the bandpass filter
didn’t arrive until after Field Day.

The Executive Committee is waiting for an investigation into what
appears to be roof damage beneath the station’s existing Hustler 5-
BTV HF vertical antenna before ordering a replacement for this
antenna.

Ben Brewster, KF8DES, reported that the Chameleon antenna
failed to work during Field Day, exhibiting symptoms consistent with
overheating of the transformer. He and Eric will take down the
antenna and return it to Chameleon. Ben will research alternative
wire antennas and will notify Executive Committee of his findings.

Ben unboxed the OM Power OM6PBF Automatic Bandpass Filter.
He noticed the lack of a control cable but thinks one might have
been ordered by Paul Schulz, WD8SCV.

Eric reported that the club’s Elecraft K3 transceiver exhibited an
intermittent issue during Ohio State Parks on the Air—the receiver
would go silent and, on transmit, no output power was displayed on
the meter. An initial guess is that there’s a failure with the
transceiver’s internal antenna tuner.
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Old Business (continued)
Jim Crouse Memorial Radio Station (continued)

Eric suggested that the club might want to begin a discussion about
purchasing an ICOM IC-7300 or IC-7300Mk2 to replace the K3 for
field use and to have available for ARRL Field Day and Winter Field
Day. A new IC-7300 costs about $950, and the improved IC-
7300Mk2 costs about $1,400. Drew McDaniel, W8MHV reported he
bought a used IC-7300 for $645. Eric explained that a benefit of a
IC-7300 and IC-7300Mk2 is that these are often recommended as a
first HF radio for new hams, and the user-interface is very similar to
that of the club’s IC-7610 and other higher-end ICOM transceivers.
The main drawback of the 1C-7300/IC-7300Mk2 when compared to
our K3 for our purposes is that the internal ATU is essentially good
only for 3:1 SWR or better, although it can match a wider range if
transmit power is reduced to 50w or less.

Information about IC-7300:
https://www.icomamerica.com/lineup/products/IC-7300/

Information about IC-7300Mk2:
https://www.icomamerica.com/lineup/products/IC-7300MK2/

Drew suggested that the Elecraft K3 should be repaired and kept,
regardless of whether the club decides to purchase an IC-7300 or
IC-7300Mk2. Ben added that the K3 works well for digital modes
and the club now has the interface unit and cables for digital
modes.

With so few members in attendance, the topic of purchasing an IC-
7300 or IC-7300Mk2 was tabled until a future meeting.
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Old Business (continued)
ACARA Nets

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that ACARA’s weekly and
monthly nets continue to do well except for the weekly System
Fusion nets, participation in which has dropped significantly. Eric
reminded members of the current net schedule:
* Weekly 6m AM Net, Sunday, 5pm, 50.4 MHz AM — since 2003
* Weekly 2m FM Net, Monday, 7pm, 145.15 MHz

+ Weekly 70cm FM Net, Monday, immediately following the 2m
net, 442.100 MHz

+ Weekly 10m SSB Ragchew Net, Tuesday, 5pm, 28.375 MHz
* Weekly 2m System Fusion Net, Thursday, 5pm, 145.15 MHz

* Weekly 70cm System Fusion Net, Thursday, immediately
following the 2m System Fusion net, 442.100 MHz

+ Weekly GMRS Net, Thursday, 7:30pm, GMRS channel 20
repeater / 462.675 MHz, tone 91.5 Hz

* Monthly 2m FM Simplex Net, first Thursday of the month, 7pm,
146.400 MHz

Eric extended thanks to all those serving as net-control and to all
those participating in the club nets.
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Old Business (continued)
ARRL Club Affiliation

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that on June 9 he completed
and submitted the club’s Annual Report to ARRL to maintain our
ARRL Affiliation.

June 15, 2026, VE Session

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that two candidates tested at
the club’s June 15, 2026, VE session. David Stokes of Vinton
earned his Technician Class license and is now KF8GVO; Douglas
Collie, KESBEUU, of Oak Hill upgraded to General.

Social Event: June Picnic

Event Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2026
Event Location: Dairy Lane Picnic Shelter

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club’s annual June
Picnic was well attended and the food was good.

Attendees:
Ben Brewster, KF8DES
Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ
Carl Denbow, N8VZ
Jane Denbow
Shelby Elzinga, KF8GLP
Chris Koon, KF8GCZ
John McCutcheon, N8XWO
Chalisa McDaniel, NSMHV
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF
Daniel Post
Edie Post
Rich Post, KB8STAD
Eileen Schulz
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV
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Old Business (continued)

Public Service Event: ORCA Emergency Dirill

Event Date: Saturday, June 13
Event Sponsor: Outdoor Recreation Council of Appalachia
Sponsor URL: https://www.orcaohio.com/

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that Outdoor
Recreation Council of Appalachia (ORCA) had asked the club to
provide communications support at an emergency drill to be held
within Baileys Trail System on Saturday, June 13. The drill would
involve a simulated bicycle race in which two riders fall off course
and need medical attention and extraction. Paul Schulz, WD8SCV,
and Ben Brewster, KF8DES, coordinated with ORCA for support of
this drill.

Ben reported that the exercise went well. Kirk Groeneveld,
KC8JRYV, served as net-control. Paul Schulz coordinated with EMS.
Ben acted as “first responder”. Michael Baxla, KE8ICP, provided
communications at a marshal point.


https://www.orcaohio.com/
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Old Business (continued)
Operating Event: ARRL Field Day
Event Date: Saturday-Sunday, June 27-28, 2026

Event website: https://field-day.arrl.org/
Event Report: https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2885

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club participated in
ARRL Field Day over the weekend of June 27-28. Paul Schulz,
WDS8SCV, and Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, served as Field Day Co-
Chairmen with significant help from Ben Brewster, KF8DES. The
club operated at Athens Red Cross as K8V in Class 2F with an HF
SSB/CW station, an HF digital station, a VHF digital/SSB station,
and an HF Get on the Air (GOTA) station. Stations operating as
K8V made 1,038 QSOs and the GOTA station operating as
WB8UKE made 142 QSOs.

Ben reported that the Chameleon EMCOMM I1l Base end-fed wire
antenna failed during the event with symptoms consistent with an
overheating transformer. He verified that the antenna has a one-
year warranty. He reported that the BuddiHex beam antenna
provided by Paul worked very well on the higher bands. He
reported that the solar power trailer’s battery-bank failed to power
the stations through the night, suggesting that the club might wish
to consider purchasing new batteries for the trailer’'s owner. Finally,
Ben described the logging system he and Paul deployed; the
system was based on N3FJP logging software and used a
dedicated Wi-Fi network to provide seamless multi-station, real-
time logging for all the stations operating as K8V.

Eric screened a slideshow of photos from the Field Day operation
while Ben provided additional information about the event.

A report with photos is available on the ACARA website at
https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2885.
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Old Business (continued)
Public Service Event Athens Gravel Challenge

Event Date: Saturday, July 25, 2026

Event Sponsor: Team Athens Cycling

Event URL: https://www.ohiogravelgrinders.com/ohio-gravel-race-
series

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club provided support to
the Athens Gravel Challenge bicycle race on Saturday, July 25,
2026.

No members present at the meeting supported the event, so no
additional report was given.

Athens Trunkfest
Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club held the annual
free Athens Trunkfest on Saturday, September 5.

Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, reported that rain and road construction
contributed to extremely poor attendance. Attendance was so poor,
Drew didn’t try to award the four ARRL gift certificate door prizes.
Eric said that he will randomly award these four gift certificates to
members who worked the event or served as VEs at the associated
VE test session.

Eric reported that two individuals tested at the VE session. Phil
Armstrong of Athens earned his Technician license and is now
KF8HID. Christopher Blank of Gallipolis successfully passed the
Technician and General exams to earn his General license and is
now KF8HHM.
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Old Business (continued)
Operating Event: Ohio State Parks on the Air
Event Date: Saturday, September 12, 2026

Event URL: https://ospota.org/
Event Report: https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2926

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club participated in the
annual Ohio State Parks on the Air (OSPOTA) event, activating
Strouds Run State Park at Bulldog Shelter.

Participants:
Phil Armstrong, KF8HID
Ben Brewster, KFS8DES
Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ
John McCutcheon, N8XWO
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ

Weather over most of Ohio during the event period was rainy with
thunderstorms, but Athens had gray skies all day with a short
period of rain during the afternoon.

Five operators made a total of 178 QSOs, contacting activators in
35 Ohio state parks, for a calculated score of 6,444 points.

Eric presented a slideshow of photos of the event.

A report with photos can be found at https://www.ac-
ara.org/?p=2926.

Upcoming Public Service Event: Run for the Blue Blazes

Event Date: Saturday, September 26, 2026
Event Sponsor: Buckeye Trail Association
Event URL: https://www.buckeyetrail.org/events/blue-blaze-festival

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club has been asked to
support Run for the Blue Blazes on Saturday, September 26, 2026.

Watch for emails from Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, as the date of this
event nears.
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Old Business (continued)
Upcoming Public Service Event: Race to the Hills

Event Date: Saturday, October 17, 2026
Event Organizer: Ryan O'Dell

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that the club might
be asked to support Race to the Hills 100k bicycle race in the
Baileys Trail System on Saturday, October 17, 2026. No one
present at the meeting knew anything about this event, so Eric will
ask Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, whether the club has been asked to
support this event.

Upcoming Public Service Event: Baileys Dirt Fondo / Funduro
Event Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026

Event Organizer: Ben Brewster, KF8DES
Event URL: https://baileystrailsystem.org/baileys-dirt-fondo/

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club might be
supporting Baileys Dirt Fondo / Funduro on Saturday, October 24,
2026. No one present at the meeting knew anything about this
event, so Eric will ask Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, and Paul Schulz,
WDS8SCV, whether the club has been asked to support this event.

Upcoming Public Service Event: Bobcat Trail Marathon and Half Marathon

Event Date: Saturday, November 7, 2026

Event Sponsor: Western Reserve Racing

Event URL: https://www.westernreserveracing.com/races/bobcat-
trail-marathon-half-marathon/

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club will be supporting
Bobcat Trail Marathon and Half Marathon on Saturday, November
7, 2026.

Watch for emails from Jeff Slattery, NBSUZ, as the date of this
event nears.
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New Business
Upcoming Operating Event: ARRL 10-Meter Contest

Event Date: December 12-13, 2026
Event URL: https://www.arrl.org/10-meter

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the ARRL 10-Meter Contest
will be held over the weekend of December 12-13, 2026.

Eric reminded members that the ARRL 10-Meter Contest is
important to club members for two reasons:

1. The club participates in the ARRL 10-Meter Contest as a
club, in the Affiliated Club Competition, in class “Local’.
Members who will be operating at a location within 35 miles
straight-line distance of uptown Athens will be eligible to
participate in the Affiliated Club Competition. When you
prepare your 10-Meter Contest submission to ARRL, simply
list “Athens County ARA” in the “Club Name” field and your
score will count toward the ACARA’s Affiliated Club
Competition score.

2. The ACARA member submitting the highest score to the
ARRL will win the coveted NC8V Memorial Trophy which is
presented annually in recognition of the life and
accomplishments of ACARA past-member John Cornwell,
NC8V (SK). The current holder of the NC8V Memorial
Trophy is Paul Schulz, WD8SCV.

Upcoming Social Event: Annual Holiday Dinner

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that the club usually
holds the ACARA Annual Holiday Dinner on the evening of the third
Tuesday of December, in place of the monthly meeting. This year,
the third Tuesday in December is the 15", Eric asked if the club
should hold the Holiday Dinner on the 15"? The consensus was
that the 15" will work well.

Eric reported that he wants to check out Little Fish Brewing
Company as a venue but he feels that Applebees will work better
than Little Fish given Applebee’s broader menu. He asked for other
suggestions for a venue but received no recommendations.


https://www.arrl.org/10-meter
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New Business (continued)
ACARA Technician License Course and VE Sessions

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, has
scheduled the 2027 Technician License Course to begin on
Monday, January 11, 2027, and to continue each Monday through
the VE testing session on Monday, March 15. Classes and VE
testing will take place at 7 pm at Athens Red Cross.

Jeff has scheduled additional VE testing sessions to take place at
7pm at the Athens Red Cross on the following dates:

e January 21, 2027

e August 16, 2027

e October 18, 2027

Upcoming Operating Event: Winter Field Day

Event Dates: January 23-24, 2027
Event URL: https://winterfieldday.org/

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that Winter Field Day is to be
held on the weekend of January 23-24, 2027. Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ,
has reserved the use of the Athens Red Cross for this event.

Watch for emails as the date of this event nears.

Upcoming Social Event: Annual February Potluck
Event Date: Saturday, February 20, 2027

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club’s annual February
Potluck has been scheduled to take place on Saturday, February
20, and will take place at the Athens Red Cross. Members and
guests will arrive at 5 pm and are asked to bring their own table
service and beverage and a dish to share.


https://winterfieldday.org/
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New Business (continued)
Officer Nominations
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that the club takes
officer nominations at the September meeting and count votes at
the October meeting.
Given the extremely poor attendance of this meeting, no
nominations were taken at the meeting. Instead, Eric will email
members and ask for nominations to be submitted via email, with a
deadline of September 30. Ballots will be distributed via a Qualtrics
form and the results will be counted at the October 20 meeting.
Offices and Incumbents:
President: Eric McFadden, WD8RIF
Vice-President: Paul Schulz, WD8SCV
Treasurer / Membership Chairman: Drew McDaniel, W8MHV
Secretary: (vacant)
Newsletter Editor / Webmaster: Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ
Repeater Trustee: Eric McFadden, WD8RIF

Packet Node Trustee: Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ

Following a motion by Ben Brewster, KF8DES, and a second by Bob Curtis,
KD8FRQ, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted by President Eric McFadden, WD8RIF



