
ACARA                          April 21, 2026                            MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 PM by President Eric McFadden, 
WD8RIF. 
 
 
Program 
 

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, gave a short presentation on the Wilderness 
Radio “Sierra” transceiver that was available as a kit in the 1990s. The 
Sierra was designed by Wayne Burdick, N6KR, for the Northern California 
QRP Club (NORCAL) but was later available through Wayne’s company, 
Wilderness Radio. The Sierra was super-het design that used plug-in 
band modules to achieve multi-band capability. In 1998, Wayne Burdick 
founded Elecraft with Eric Swartz, WA6HHQ.  

 
 
Attendance  

 
Michael Baxla, KE8ICP (via Zoom) 
Bob Curtis, KD8FRQ 
Carl Denbow, N8VZ 
Kirk Groeneveld, KC8JRV 
Chris Koon, KF8GCZ 
John McCutcheon, N8XWO 
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF 
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ (via Zoom) 
Len Touth, W8VQ (via Zoom) 
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Corrections/additions of Minutes 
 

The March meeting minutes were distributed. 
 

Chris Koon, KF8GCZ, found that his name was misspelled, and Carl 
Denbow, N8VZ, found an extra indefinite article “a” in the minutes.  
 
A motion to accept the March minutes as corrected was made by Drew 
McDaniel, W8MHV. The motion was seconded by Carl Denbow, N8VZ. 
The motion to accept the minutes as corrected passed without dissent. 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, presented the Treasurer’s report. 
 
The club treasury holds $1,927.67 in unencumbered funds at Hocking 
Valley Bank after receiving $203.41 in membership dues. The club holds 
$5,160.45 in regular savings at Atomic Credit Union. The Jim Crouse 
Memorial Radio Station Fund at Hocking Valley Bank holds $516 after a 
donation by Carl Denbow, N8VZ. The two Certificates of Deposit at Atomic 
Credit Union together hold $22,587.79.  
 
Drew pointed out the strange amount brought in through the receipt of 
dues payments: $203.41. This amount isn’t an integer because some 
members chose to pay their dues using PayPal, and some portion of each 
payment made through PayPal was lost in PayPal fees. Carl Denbow 
asked if the club should ask those renewing dues using PayPal should be 
asked to pay a higher amount to compensate for the PayPal fees but the 
consensus was that this isn’t necessary at this time.  
 
Drew reported that the club now has forty-two (42) paid members, up from 
last year.  
 
John McCutcheon, N8XWO, moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. The 
motion was seconded by Paul Schulz, WD8SCV. The motion passed 
without dissent. The Treasurer’s Report can be viewed online at 
https://www.ac-ara.org/?page_id=37.  

  

https://www.ac-ara.org/?page_id=37
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Old Business 
 
Repeater Reports  
 

VHF Repeater  
 

VHF Repeater Trustee Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported 
that the repeater continues to work well, with no anomalies 
noted during Sunday’s support of the Athens Marathon.  
 

 
UHF Repeater 

 
In the absence of UHF Repeater Trustee Jeff Slattery, 
N8SUZ, Eric reported that the UHF repeater continues to 
work as well as it has been.  

 
 

GMRS Repeater  
 

Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, reported that the GMRS repeater 
continues to function well, and no issues have been noted. 
He continues to hope that the club can soon relocate the 
repeater antenna onto one of the towers on site but noted 
that Athens has yet to do any work to fix the broken tower or 
renovate the smaller towers on the site.  
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Jim Crouse Memorial Radio Station  
 

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that at the February 
meeting the Executive Committee had been given permission to 
purchase antennas, feedlines, and other items so these can be 
available when the club gains access to the Red Cross building’s 
roof.  
 
Eric reported that the club’s Executive Committee met virtually on 
April 10. At this meeting, since the Cushcraft R-series of ground-
independent halfwave verticals had became unavailable following 
the demise of MFJ, the Executive Committee decided to replace 
the station’s existing Hustler 5-BTV with a new Hustler 5-BTV and 
add a ground-plate and tilt-base and 12m, 17m, and 60m band 
add-ons. The Committee decided to replace the existing 40m end-
fed halfwave antenna with a Chameleon EMCOMM III Base end-
fed wire antenna. The Committee chose to purchase an OM Power 
OM6BPF Automatic Bandpass filter for use with the station’s IC-
7610 transceiver and chose an LDG AT-200 Pro II automatic 
antenna tuner for the IC-7610. (An external ATU is needed 
because the bandpass filters need to be presented with a 50-ohm 
load, so the filter must be installed between the transceiver and the 
ATU.) 
 
Eric added that after the decision to purchase the Hustler 5-BTV 
was made, but before an order was placed, news broke that ITU 
Corporation of Indiana has purchased Cushcraft and Hy-Gain from 
MFJ. Drew has tried to contact ITU Corporation to ask when the R-
series of ground-independent verticals would again be available 
but, as of the time of the meeting, no reply had been received. 
 
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, reported that he hopes to be able to 
schedule time with Stoncel Electric to connect the station’s ground 
system to the building ground.  
 
Eric thanked Carl Denbow, N8VZ, for his donation to the Jim 
Crouse Memorial Radio Station fund.  
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Old Business (continued) 
 
ACARA Nets 
 

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that ACARA’s weekly and 
monthly nets continue to do well except for the weekly System 
Fusion nets, participation in which has dropped significantly. Eric 
reminded members of the current net schedule: 
 
• Weekly 6m AM Net, Sunday, 5pm, 50.4 MHz AM – since 2003 

 
• Weekly 2m FM Net, Monday, 7pm, 145.15 MHz 

 
• Weekly 70cm FM Net, Monday, immediately following the 2m 

net, 442.100 MHz 
 

• Weekly 10m SSB Ragchew Net, Tuesday, 5pm, 28.375 MHz 
 

• Weekly 2m System Fusion Net, Thursday, 5pm, 145.15 MHz 
 

• Weekly 70cm System Fusion Net, Thursday, immediately 
following the 2m System Fusion net, 442.100 MHz 

 
• Weekly GMRS Net, Thursday, 7:30pm, GMRS channel 20 

repeater / 462.675 MHz, tone 91.5 Hz 
 
• Monthly 2m FM Simplex Net, first Thursday of the month, 7pm, 

146.400 MHz 
 

Eric extended thanks to all those serving as net-control and to all 
those participating in the club nets.   
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Public Service Event: Iron Furnace Trail Runs 
 

Event Date: Saturday, April 4, 2026 
Event Organizer: SEOTR / Michael Owen 
Event URL: https://www.seotrevents.com/ironfurnace  

 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club provided 
communications support to Iron Furnace Trail Runs in Lake Hope 
State Park and Zaleski State Forest on Saturday, April 4. The event 
used a new half-marathon course and a new 5-mile course.  
 

 
Public Service Event: Athens Marathon 
 

Event Date: Sunday, April 19, 2026 
Event Organizer: SEOTR / Michael Owen 
Event URL: https://athensohiomarathon.com/ 
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club provided 
communications support to Athens Marathon on Sunday, April 19, 
2026. This year, the event was run by Southeastern Ohio Trail 
Runners (SEOTR) and Michael Owen. 
 
At least twenty-five volunteers participated in communications-
support and all aid stations were covered, although some of the aid 
stations could have used more operators. The 2m repeater worked 
well, with no anomalies noted despite very heavy use of the 
repeater. The APRS tracking for lead runners and last runner didn’t 
work quite as well as had been hoped. Neither of the down-course 
APRS digipeaters successfully repeated any of the APRS packets, 
so APRS coverage of the far end of the course was limited.  
 

  

https://www.seotrevents.com/ironfurnace
https://athensohiomarathon.com/
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Old Business (continued) 
 

Public Service Event: Athens Race for a Reason 
 

Event Date: Saturday, April 25, 2026 
Event URL: https://www.ohioraceforareason.org/ 
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club will provide 
communications support to the Athens Race for a Reason on 
Saturday, April 26, 2026.  
 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, had previously reported via email:  
 

(ACARA will be supporting the) Triathlon and Biathlon 
starting at Peden Stadium. After the swim at the aquatic 
center, the bike portion takes place on the bike path west of 
Peden out to Eclipse in The Plains, winding through The 
Plains to SR 682 to Armitage Road, then on the bike path 
spur to the West State Ballfields back to Peden. The 5K Run 
for both races takes place on the bike east to the Stimson 
Avenue turnaround and back to Peden. We are mainly 
concerned in covering the bike race. If we have enough ops, 
we will cover the run as well. We will not cover the Friday 
evening events. 

 
Several stations still lack operators. Those amateurs who can work 
the event should contact Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ.  
 

 
  

https://www.ohioraceforareason.org/
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Athens Hamfest 
 

Date: Sunday, April 26, 2026 
URL: https://www.ac-ara.org/?page_id=25  
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that the Athens 
Hamfest will be held on Sunday, April 26, 2026.  
 
Eric reported he has reserved use of the Athens Community Center 
and that he has coordinated the hamfest with ARRL.  
 
Eric reported that the club has been awarded an Athens 
Convention and Visitors Bureau Tourism Development Grant in the 
amount of $472 to cover hamfest promotional expenses.  
 
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, reported he printed postcards and mailed 
295 cards. He passed out extra cards to members to distribute. 
 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, reported that he distributed 300 
announcements via email.  
 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, reported that food will be provided by 
Rainbow Girls and the Masonic Lodge. Their charity this year is 
Rome Township Park in Stewart, Ohio. 
 
Eric reported that he has emailed Andrew Shockey to schedule a 
venue walk-through to happen at 4pm this coming Thursday, but he 
hadn’t yet received a reply. He will notify the membership of the 
date and time of the walk-through via email once it’s confirmed.  
 
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, confirmed that he will bring the ticket drum 
and the public address system to the hamfest.  
 
Drew confirmed that he has sufficient admission tickets for the 
event. 
 
Eric asked door prize volunteers for updates on door prizes.  
 

  

https://www.ac-ara.org/?page_id=25


ACARA                          April 21, 2026                            MINUTES 

Old Business (continued) 
 
Upcoming Group Build: Meshtastic Nodes 
 

Build Session Date: Sunday, May 3, 2026 
Event details: https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2809  

 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded the membership that Ben 
Brewster, KF8DES, will lead a group-build of solar-powered 
Meshtastic nodes on Sunday, May 3 at Athens Red Cross. The 
build will run from 1:30pm to 4pm. The club is underwriting $50 of 
each kit’s price and builders will need to pay, in advance, $70 for 
their kits. Details on the build, payment, and registration, are 
available at https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2809  
 
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, reported that thirteen kits have been 
ordered and paid for, and asked how Ben will be paying when he 
places the order for the parts. Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, stated that if 
Ben can’t coordinate payment with the Treasurer and doesn’t wish 
to pay for the order using his own credit card, Paul will pay for the 
order with his credit card and will arrange for reimbursement, 
adding that Ben will need to place the order in next day or two.  

 
 
  

https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2809
https://www.ac-ara.org/?p=2809
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Upcoming Public Service Event: ORCA Emergency Drill 
 

Event Date: Saturday, June 13 
Event Sponsor: Outdoor Recreation Council of Appalachia 
Sponsor URL: https://www.orcaohio.com/  
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that Outdoor 
Recreation Council of Appalachia (ORCA) has asked the club to 
provide communications support at an emergency drill to be held 
within Baileys Trail System on Saturday, June 13. The drill will 
involve a simulated bicycle race in which two riders fall off course 
and need medical attention and extraction. The drill is scheduled to 
start at 7am, with the simulated accident to occur at about 9am. 
Paul and Ben Brewster, KF8DES, will coordinate with ORCA and 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, for support of this drill.  
 
Paul said two operators and a net control station will be needed to 
support the event, adding that he, himself, will be a “victim” and 
Ben Brewster, KF8DES, will be a responder.  
 
Watch for emails about this drill as the date of the event 
approaches. 
 

 
Upcoming Social Event: June Picnic 
 

Event Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 
Event Location: Dairy Lane Picnic Shelter 
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that the club 
traditionally holds a potluck picnic in place of a regular business 
meeting on the third Tuesday in June. This year, the picnic falls on 
Tuesday, June 16.  
 
Drew McDaniel, W8MHV, has reserved the use of the Dairy Lane 
Picnic Shelter for the picnic.  
 
Members and guests will gather at 5:30pm and are asked to bring a 
dish to share, their own beverage, and their own table service.  

 
  

https://www.orcaohio.com/
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Upcoming Operating Event: ARRL Field Day 

 
Event Date: Saturday-Sunday, June 27-28, 2026 
Event website: https://field-day.arrl.org/  
 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded the membership that ARRL 
Field Day is to be held on the weekend of June 27-28, 2026, and 
that Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, will serve as Field Day Chairman. 
 
Paul plans for the club’s operation to take place in the Jim Crouse 
Memorial Radio Station, in Class 2F, where class “F” is for 
operations which take place inside an Emergency Operations 
Center. (Red Cross chapters qualify as Emergency Operations 
Centers in the Field Day rules.)  
 
Paul reported that he coordinated with Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, for 
permission for the club to use the Athens County 911 facility’s 
ICOM IC-7300, and that Jeff will be providing his own IC-7300. 
 
Eric stated he will ask Andy, K8FO, to reserve use of the callsign 
“K8V” for the club’s use during Field Day. The Get On the Air 
(GOTA) station will use the club’s callsign, W8UKE. 

  

https://field-day.arrl.org/
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Old Business (continued) 
 
Upcoming Public Service Event Athens Gravel Challenge 
 

Event Date: Saturday, July 25, 2026 
Event Sponsor: Team Athens Cycling 
Event URL: https://www.ohiogravelgrinders.com/ohio-gravel-race-series 

 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reported that the club has been asked to 
support the Athens Gravel Challenge bicycle race on Saturday, July 
25, 2026. 
 
Watch for emails as the date of this event nears.  
 
 

VHF Repeater Upgrade: Yaesu WIRES-X 
 

Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded the membership that at the 
March meeting, members voted to upgrade the VHF repeater with 
Yaesu’s WIRES-X system. Because April is such a busy month for 
the club, any work on this upgrade won’t start until sometime after 
May 1.  
 

 
  

https://www.ohiogravelgrinders.com/ohio-gravel-race-series
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New Business 
 
Upcoming Public Service Event: Run Baileys Half Marathon 
 

Event Sponsor: https://www.seotrevents.com/  
Event URL: https://www.seotrevents.com/runbaileys  

 
Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reminded members that in August of 
2025 the club supported the Run Baileys Half Marathon, and asked 
if the club will be asked to support the event in 2026.  
 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, stated there’s no date published yet for the 
2026 event. He will contact Michael Owen of Southeastern Ohio 
Trail Runners about this.  
 

 
Upcoming Public Service Event: Run for the Blue Blazes 
 
 Event Date: Saturday, September 26, 2026 

Event Sponsor: Buckeye Trail Association 
Event URL: https://www.buckeyetrail.org/events/blue-blaze-festival 

 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, reported that the club will be supporting Run 
for the Blue Blazes on Saturday, September 26, 2026. 
 

 
Upcoming Public Service Event: Race to the Hills 

 
Event Date: Saturday, October 17, 2026 
Event Organizer: Ryan O'Dell 
 
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, reported that the club has been asked to 
support Race to the Hills 100k bicycle race in the Baileys on 
Saturday, October 17, 2026.  

 
 
Upcoming Public Service Event: Baileys Dirt Fondo / Funduro 

 
Event Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026 
Event Organizer: Ben Brewster, KF8DES 
Event URL: https://baileystrailsystem.org/baileys-dirt-fondo/  
 
Paul Schulz, WD8SCV, reported that the club has been asked to 
support the Baileys Dirt Fondo / Funduro on Saturday, October 24, 
2026.  
 

https://www.seotrevents.com/
https://www.seotrevents.com/runbaileys
https://www.buckeyetrail.org/events/blue-blaze-festival
https://baileystrailsystem.org/baileys-dirt-fondo/
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New Business (continued) 

 
Upcoming Public Service Event: Bobcat Trail Marathon and Half Marathon 

Event Date: Saturday, November 7, 2026 
Event Sponsor: Western Reserve Racing 
Event URL: https://www.westernreserveracing.com/races/bobcat-
trail-marathon-half-marathon/  
 
Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, reported that the club will be supporting 
Bobcat Trail Marathon and Half Marathon on Saturday, November 
7, 2026.  
 

 
Following a motion by Carl Denbow, N8VZ, and a second by John McCutcheon, 
N8XWO, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by President Eric McFadden, WD8RIF 

https://www.westernreserveracing.com/races/bobcat-trail-marathon-half-marathon/
https://www.westernreserveracing.com/races/bobcat-trail-marathon-half-marathon/

